
THE PARISH COUNCIL OF SEDBERGH  

 
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council of Sedbergh held in  

The People’s Hall, Sedbergh on 8
th

 August 2013  
 

Present: Councillors Hodge, Longlands, Atkins, Macpherson, Pearson, Lancaster, Allan, Capstick, Sedgwick and 

Thomson.  

 

1. Apologies:  

There were no apologies.   

 

2. Requests for Dispensations 

There were no requests for dispensations 

 

3. Declarations of Interest:  
There were no declarations of interest. 

 

4. Minutes of the Meetings of the Parish Council held on 11th July 2013  

 

5. Matters arising from the Minutes of 25th April 2013 

 5 Cumbria Highways say we can have sign at Ghyllas Layby but there is no money 

10a Tenders have now been received and as the lowest is under £5K the contract can be awarded and the 

work will go ahead as soon as the building work is complete. YDNPA have not yet confirmed that the 

alteration constituted permitted development. 

11b As it appears that SLDC do not exclude assistance dogs when banning dogs it was agreed that 

notices banning dogs from the People’s Hall Field could go ahead 

6. An email has been received from Ann Brooks (YDNPA Member) giving feedback on her visit last 

month 

 

6. Local Police 

There was a short update on police matters from PCSO Karen Dakin 

 

7. Planning  

a. A written report was adopted by the meeting including the Committee’s comments on planning 

applications.  

b. The meeting agreed the following response to application S/03/448E - Removal of condition 21 of 

planning permission S/03/448B (recycling provision at Spar store, Sedbergh. 

Your letter of 2 August was considered by the Parish Council at its meeting held last night when it was resolved 

that as the condition is poorly worded and unenforceable there seems little point in the Parish Council making 

further representations to your Authority. The Parish council feels that the failure to consider the provision of 

recycling facilities when the car park layout and landscaping details were approved has directly resulted in this 

unsatisfactory state of affairs. 

The Parish Council has had a meeting and several conversations with Nick Jones of James Hall & Co and 

remains hopeful that some recycling facilities will be provided, irrespective of any decision your Authority might 

make on the application. 

On a point of clarification, the statement in the report the 'the agent for Spar has confirmed that at the present 

time Spar do not wish to provide such facilities' appears to be incorrect. Nick Jones confirmed by phone on 8th 

August that he is still exploring possibilities (at present he is in discussion with the NSPCC in relation to the 

provision of a clothes bank). 

 

8. Finance  

a. The meeting received a report of the meeting of the Audit Committee on 6th August 2013 and it was 

agreed that, following the resignation of the Clerk the preparation of a job description and recruitment of 

a replacement would be undertaken by the Audit Committee. The Clerk has agreed to stay on until a new 

clerk is appointed and trained. 

b. The attached requests for payments were agreed.  



 

9. Grants 

a. It was agreed to defer a decision on a request from CCC for £1,000 for a defibrillator to be sited in 

Sedbergh in order to obtain the opinion of the local doctors. 

b. A grant of £1,500 to the Town Twinning Committee was agreed to assist with an exchange trip for 20 

young people. 

 

10. Public Participation 

a. There were no contributions from the public. 

 

11. Amenities Committee  

a. A written reports of the August meeting was adopted.  

b. It was agreed that a more permanent repair to Joss Lane Car Park should be carried out in view of the use 

of the area by heavy vehicles changing the recycling skips. Two tenders will be obtained and the work 

carried out at the end of the holiday season. 

 

12. Sedbergh Townscape Project  

The meeting received a verbal report as follows: 

a. The sign decluttering project is being chased up by Cumbria Highways 

b. Cumbria Highways are preparing a private works agreement for the Footway widening project which 

should be available in the next couple of weeks. 

c. Cumbria Highways have given the go ahead for the new bus stop in Station Road and a tender document 

will be prepared and sent out in the next two weeks. 

d. A meeting of the project group will be held in September. 

e. The attached report of a meeting with the tennis club was adopted by the meeting 

 

13. Queens Gardens  

A verbal report was made by Cllr Thomson. The company who will carry out the conservation and management 

plan has been selected but the work will not be carried out until an HLF grant has been agreed. 

 

14. New Bridge Picnic Area 

Papers had been circulated with proposals from Cllr Thomson and two District councillors have indicated that 

they will recommend a grant from SLDC of up to £1,200 to support the project. 

After a lengthy discussion it was agreed that the PC would agree to the siting of three picnic benches on Council 

owned land adjacent to the lay-by at New Bridge but at no cost to the Council and subject to the YDNPA being 

approached and confirming its agreement to the project. The meeting also discussed the desirability of  

improving the riverside footpath.  

 

15. Correspondence 

The attached Clerks Report was considered by the meeting. 

a. It was agreed that the Chairman would write to Sedbergh School and Sport England to ensure that a 

robust community use agreement is put in place as a condition of the Sport England grant of £150,000. 

Cllr Longlands is to liaise with the swimming club to see that their views are also represented and the 

Clerk together with Cllr Macpherson will prepare suitable letters. 

b. It was agreed that the Council would look into use of the Community Payback scheme to pull Himalayan 

Balsam. 

c. It was agreed that the PC would have a donor brick at the People’s Hall 

d. It was agreed following representations from a local resident that the Clerk together with District 

Councillor Westwood would investigate the possible imposition of a 20mph speed limit in the town 

centre. This will then be considered further at the next meeting. 

e. The LAP had requested that each Parish provide details of health or social care issues of concern and it 

was agreed that members should email their comments to Cllr Atkins who would co-ordinate the 

response. 

 

18. Date and Time of next meeting  
7.30 pm on Thursday 12th September 2013 at the People’s Hall.  



SEDBERGH PARISH COUNCIL – 8 August 2013 

Tennis Courts, Guldrey Lane 

On 22 August Cllrs. Longlands and Atkins had a meeting with Graham Robinson and 
Richard Ellis, Chairman and Hon president of Sedbergh Tennis Club.  

The purpose of the meeting was to ensure that the Club and the Parish Council work 
collaboratively on any proposals for the improvement of this community facility. 

It was confirmed that funds held in the Council’s NS & I Account (amounting to £4397.13) 
was available for improvements to the facility (having previously been identified in the 
accounts as a ‘tennis courts sinking fund’. The Council’s proposals for the car park were also 
explained (and a copy of the PC’s July 2012 report provided). 

Richard Ellis advised that the Club was intending to submit an application to Sport England 
(‘Inspired Facilities Grant’) to help meet the cost of resurfacing the courts and replacing the 
boundary fence. The Club has reserves that would also be made available for this project. 
The grant application has to be submitted by December. 

There was a shared view that the car parking issue need to be resolved as it appears that 
the majority of the cars habitually parked here were unrelated to the Sedbergh Tennis Club. 
Some system of residents-only parking with spaces reserved for the Club would be 
appropriate, although it was acknowledged that there may be practical difficulties. It is 
possible that some residents might consider that prescriptive rights for parking had been 
accrued with the passage of time although this was considered unlikely as the Club had, in 
the past, made it clear to residents that the car park was not available for casual public use. 

It was pointed out that restricting the use of the car park to resident permit holders only might  
result in a loss of income for the tennis club as a small number of residents joined the Club 
so as to use the car park. Such a change might therefore justify a modest annual 
contribution by the Council (from the car park income) to the Club.  

It was agreed that there needed to be further consideration as to the merits or otherwise of a 
single contract to cover all the required work (i.e. resurfacing both the courts and the car 
park and replacement fencing). The possibility of the Council submitting the grant application 
and awarding any contract should also be examined, having regard to VAT considerations, 
repayment liabilities, etc. 

It was also agreed that a permeable surface should be used, if at all possible, for both the 
courts and the car park so as to avoid surface water drainage charges.   

A further meeting will be arranged for the end of August. In the meantime, details of the 
‘Inspired Facilities’ grant would be further considered by the Club and the Council would 
seek to ascertain the position regarding the likelihood of funds being made available through 
the New Home Bonus scheme (generated by the housing development taking place on the 
nearby former depot site). 

 

 

 

 

J.A. 23.07.13.  



SEDBERGH PARISH COUNCIL

31st July 2013

FINANCIAL SUMMARY

BANK BALANCES 

             £

1. Current Account 22,978.28

2. Deposit Account 60,703.26

3. National savings 4,397.13

Total £88,078.67

RECEIPTS (01/07/2013 -31/07/2013)

               £

1. Car Park tickets

a. Joss Lane 2,918.50

b. Loftus Hill 2,280.75

2. Car Park permits 0.00

3. Market fees 360.00

4. VAT 866.54

Total £6,425.79

REQUESTS FOR PAYMENT

Cheques £

C Robertshaw - Salary 624.85

C Robertshaw - Expenses 63.20

Andrew Allan - Car Park money collection etc 116.20

M Mitchell - Toilet cleaning Main Street 425.00

Bunzle - Re toilet supplies 171.98 inc VAT

BDO - Audit Fee 480.00 inc VAT

Philip Horner Fencing at Football Field 429.12 inc VAT

Duncan Holmes - Bus stop refurbishment 340.00

Stramongate Press - Car Park Permits 158.40 inc VAT

Burton Turf Care - Playing Field 1,322.40 inc VAT

Burton Turf Care - Picnic Area 76.80 inc VAT

E-on - Parish Lighting 70.71 inc VAT

£4,207.95

DD's & S/O's

Sedbergh School - Monthly Rent of Loftus Hill Car Park 250.00

SLDC - Business Rates Loftus Hill Car Park 309.00

SLDC - Business Rates Joss Lane Car Park 727.00

Scottish Power Loftus Hill Toilets  - Electricity 5.00

Scottish Power Joss Lane Toilets  - Electricity 10.00

Total Payments £5,508.95



CREATION OF PICNIC SITE ON LAND JUST WEST OF NEW BRIDGE

Item

30 trees 0

tree planting 0

Creation of vistas to river 200

Rectangular bench table 290

Retangular bench table 290

Round bench table 250

Anchor bolts (16) 307.04

Erection and Fixing of tables on concrete base 600

Disabled access gate 700

Fixing of gate 400

Total 3037.04

Funded by

Parish Council 500

SLDC Councillors 2000

Community Fund 750

Total 3250

Difference -212.96



NEW BRIDGE PICNIC SITE 

I have now put together a costed plan for a picnic site at New Bridge.   

The map shows an arrangement of three tables.  Two are 

placed reasonably close to the river so that parents can 

see children playing in the river.  I am proposing that in 

front of these benches two vista are cut to the river.  Both 

areas where I propose a vista currently have only saplings 

blocking the view which would be easy to coppice.  Picture 

shows one possible vista. 

 

The tables (two rectangular and one 

round) are from the firm Rawgarden – 

the same firm as we used at Ghyllas.  A 

plethora of firms now supply picnic 

tables; some are cheaper but these 

usually do not state the thickness of the 

wood.  Some are very expensive!  I have 

chosen those which are of sturdy construction like those at Ghyllas.  They are the Orbit 1100 and the 

Park Heavy Picnic Table 1800mm.  They are currently being sold at a small discount.  The tables will 

need concrete bases and fixing bolts like those at Ghyllas. 

The disabled gate is from Centrewire and is their large mobility 

Woodstock.  It allows access for wheelchairs, larger mobility 

vehicles and for small machinery access – the latter two with a 

RADAR key.  I have measured the space and it will fit across the 

current gate/post area.  Kirkby Lonsdale has these on its path 

that runs along the west bank of the Lune.  (As I was down 

measuring up for this gate one group was eating in a camper 

van in the lay by and another couple arrived and had a picnic 

beside the river on the East side of the Bridge). 

The budget is robust except for the fitting where I have made an estimate. 

For maintenance I propose the site is just strimmed in the autumn.  The ground is less productive 

than Ghyllas and the current vegetation of Butterbur and ground elder will not stand much 

trampling. 

I believe the creation of a picnic site by New Bridge would be a good facility for locals and tourists 

and with the offer of money from our SLDC Councillors it is a project that we should take on now.  I 

will propose at our meeting that we create a picnic site at New Bridge. 

Douglas 

http://www.rawgarden.co.uk/Parks-Heavy-Picnic-Table-1800mm--FSC-100-percent--ID/11087.html
http://www.rawgarden.co.uk/Orbit-1100-Round-Picnic-Table--FSC-100-percent--ID/11099.html
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